MODEL SCHOOLS, MONTI INSIGHTS: A MONTHLY
REFLECTION FROM MONTICELLO EDUCATORS.
Each year, a team of Monticello staff members attends the Model Schools Conference, where they are immersed in
opportunities to learn about innovative, out-of-the-box strategies that are transforming education and student
success nationwide. This year, we asked each attendee from our district to bring some of that knowledge back to
Monticello. Each month, the Navigator will feature a “spotlight” story highlighting new ways to engage our
students and prepare them to be life-ready students. Our November spotlight is courtesy of RJK Art Teacher, Tricia
Cahalan.

What I learned from Model Schools Conference in June is this:
We are who are and we can be our own worst enemy or our greatest cheerleader. We should BE BOLD
when it comes to our students’ education. We should create a place where the future leaders have the
place to TINK and THINK. I would rather have a
class of outside the box thinkers who want to try
everything they can get their hands on; than kids
that just follow everything to the letter. Going
into my 16th year as an educator in a middle
school setting I know the world is a completely
different place than the kids I’ve taught in the
past. I want passionate learners in my room. I
realized that has to start with me. I need to be
the Bold Tinker/Thinker in my classroom, for if I
don’t model what I would like to see from my students they will not experience what they could.
Goal 1: If I walked into my room what would I expect? What would I see as a middle schooler? What do I
want them to know? They should know how to use certain materials correctly for safety and creation
purposes. I should see kids finding out who they are and what they really like. What are they really
interested in? What do they want to SAY?
Goal 2: How I can make those students who are there and want to learn become better and move on? –
Give them what they need. So far this year I’ve taught basic skills for use of materials the kids now get to
make what they want.
Goal 3: What do I get out of this? Hopefully, a lot of creativity going on and I will find students who have
become passionate learners about something, even if it’s a unique way to create notes to make things
easier for them. My ultimate goal is that students will leave middle school with a love of something they
can keep with them for the rest of their lives.
Model Schools Conference is not just any conference it is an experience in learning about what we do
every day all day, and a place to reaffirm what we do and find some new ways to share what we
have…Knowledge- and that is the POWER.
Please enjoy my part two on Visual Note Taking. I could not just type. A little doodle goes a long way.
Thank You! – Trish Cahalan
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